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Welcome To The 2016 EYES Conference
The ‘Lessons For Learning’ conference challenges us to take a step away from current demands and mandates 
in our schools and take time to focus on the practices that research indicates have the highest impact on 
student achievement. We are excited to provide you with the opportunity to learn about John Hattie’s 
Visible Learning research, the world’s most extensive meta-analysis project on what works best in raising 
student achievement. 

Hattie ranks Piagetian programs as number 2 on his list of influences on achievement - developmentally 
appropriate instruction that recognises the crucial role of children’s self-initiated, active involvement in 
learning activities and focuses on the process of children’s thinking, not just its products. Those Piagetian 
principles will be evident in conference keynotes.

Susie Rosback will show teachers how to create inspiring open-ended play spaces and will detail how play 
experiences help teachers to meet the requirements of the EYLF and the NQS. Dr Marianne Knauss will show 
teachers how to combine incidental experiences with specific planned activities incorporating mathematics 
concepts. Dr Deb Callcott will talk about the Moving On With Literacy program based on research at Edith 
Cowan University into the relationship between movement and the core skills of literacy. Marlene Rattigan 
will show teachers how movement and music can be incorporated in other learning areas. Dr Elaine Lewis’ 
presentation will impress upon teachers the importance of values and environmental education in quality 
teaching, while Dr Matt Byrne will talk about ways to create a learning environment that facilitates and 
supports active engagement of students.

The Concurrent Sessions will cover a wide range of topics including Mastery Learning, Sensory Play, 
Mindfulness, Developing Emotional Regulation Skills, Fundamental Movement, Emilia Reggio Principles, 
HASS and Smarter IEPs.

As always, we have a wonderful trade exhibition and we encourage you to support the organisations that 
support EYES.

Michelle, Lynda, Shirley, Jenny, Jodie, Elliot and Pene
Conference Convenors

What is Visible Learning?
“Visible learning is teachers seeing 
learning through the eyes of their 
students, and students seeing themselves 
as their own teachers”



Conference Information
Date and Venue
This year’s EYES Conference will be held on May 20 and 21 at the Pan Pacific Hotel on Adelaide Tce in Perth.

Conference Program and Options
The 2016 EYES Conference Program provides variety and choice for delegates including sessions on Friday, 
Friday evening and Saturday. Delegates can register for these as a combined package or as individual 
components to suit their professional development needs and availability. All options are available at 
member and non-member rates. The overall program will be interactive and features specific sessions on 
play, child development, the Australian Curriculum and much more.

Registration Options Members Non Members

STANDARD CONFERENCE PACKAGE
Includes program and catering for Friday Day, Friday Evening and Saturday

$450 $490

FRIDAY DAY ONLY PROGRAM
Includes program and catering for Friday Day only (excludes Friday Night)

$120 $170

FRIDAY NIGHT ONLY PROGRAM
Includes program and catering for Friday Night only

$200 $250

SATURDAY ONLY PROGRAM
Includes program and catering for Saturday only $320 $370

FRIDAY DAY AND FRIDAY NIGHT COMBINATION
Includes program and catering for Friday and Friday night only (excludes Friday DAY program)

$300 $350

FRIDAY NIGHT AND SATURDAY COMBINATION 
Includes program and catering for Friday Night and Saturday only (excludes Friday DAY program)

$420 $470

FRIDAY DAY AND SATURDAY COMBINATION
Includes program and catering for Friday (DAY) and Saturday only

$375 $425

Membership
Delegates wishing to establish or renew membership can do so using the online conference registration and 
therefore be eligible for the above member rates.

Parking & Transport
Parking is limited close to the Pan Pacific Hotel. Public transport along the Adelaide Terrace is recommended 
or, if self-driving, that you allow yourself plenty of time to locate a parking space. If you are interested in 
public transport details please contact Events WA.

Trade Exhibition
Throughout the Conference, delegates will have excellent opportunities at morning tea, afternoon tea and 
lunch to meet EYES Business Partners and event sponsors at the Trade Exhibition. Dedicated time slots have 
also been scheduled during the program to view the latest products and ideas, make purchases / orders, 
and check out services that may be of use in your school.

Networking
The Conference program includes lunch, morning tea and afternoon tea breaks to enable 
delegates to meet with colleagues and expand professional networks.



Friday Day Program
7:45 Registration with Coffee on Arrival

9:00

Keynote Address: Mathematics is all Around You - Dr Marianne Knaus
In Australia and around the world, governments are concerned about the levels of numeracy in our schools as illustrated in NAPLAN and 
TIMSS. As a consequence, there have been changes to educational policies and programs to improve outcomes, including more rigorous testing 
(e.g. NAPLAN). However, research indicates that this has brought about changes in early childhood pedagogical practices that formalise 
mathematical learning at an earlier age in the push for better test outcomes. But, are we ‘throwing the baby out with the bath water’? It 
is well known that quality early educational experiences have a lasting effect on children’s identity as a learner and their later educational 
achievements. This presentation describes the characteristics of quality mathematical experiences appropriate to support young learners.

10:00 Morning Tea

10:30

Keynote Address: The Importance of Movement in the Early Years - Dr Deb Callcott
This workshop gives an overview of the importance of the provision of developmentally appropriate movement in the early years. 
The contribution that movement makes to developmental domains, especially cognitive areas, will be discussed. The link between 
movement and literacy will be explained through Deb’s research on the efficacy of the ‘Moving On With Literacy Program’ which 
utilises a series of fun, engaging, simple movements that have a positive add-on effect on early literacy development.

12:00 Lunch

1:00

Keynote Address: Sandpit Science: From Turtle Tagging to Tadpole Tracking - Dr Elaine Lewis
Young children actively participated in numerous real-life education for sustainability endeavours through sandpit science activities. 
The children attended kindergarten and pre- primary classes of an independent public school located in the Perth metropolitan 
area of Western Australia. Four environmental education projects at the school illustrated various enactment strategies that moved 
education for sustainability forward for children in the early years. The projects related to: sea turtles, bush land studies, orchard 
activities and solar cooking. The children learnt about sea turtles and role played a turtle nesting activity, investigated soil samples 
after a bush fire, concocted fruit fly baits and monitored the frog habitat in the school orchard, plus participated in cooking food 
with a solar cooker. The outcomes of these projects ranged from improved student understandings about the healthy functioning 
of natural ecosystems, to enhanced care for the local environment, a reduction in pollution and health benefits from growing and 
cooking with fresh organic produce. Evidence suggested that conducting environmental education projects, with an education for 
sustainability perspective was an effective, meaningful approach to achieving potent, enjoyable, hands-on action in real-life science 
contexts.  Such projects were seen as vital contributions to education for sustainability with young children.

2:00 Afternoon Tea

2:15

Keynote Address: Scarf Magic; Learning and Creativity Through Scarf Play (0-8 Years) - Marlene Rattigan
Young children learn through play, and equipment adds variety and a new dimension to that learning. Above all, it stimulates the 
imagination and is fun. Anything different and innovative that will engage and stimulate the imagination and further facilitate 
classroom teaching has got to be the way to go. The humble scarf, for example, can transform your classroom. Your children will be 
totally engaged as the scarf is changed into a story-telling prop and teaching tool, making your lessons irresistible.

3:00 Friday Day Program Close. Trade Exhibit will remain open.

Friday Evening Program
5:30 Registration

6:00 Conference Dinner and Acknowledgement of Country

6:10 Official Conference Opening & President’s Address - Michelle Sullivan

6:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: Modern Teaching Aids 

7:00

Keynote Address: EYLF and NQS Without Tears - Susie Rosback
In this session I will share my team’s journey with the Early Years Learning Framework and the National Quality Framework. I will share how I 
empowered all educators at our service to participate in observing and documenting children’s learning, the tools I created to support them in 
incorporating the frameworks and the process we followed to prepare ourselves for our assessment and rating. Achieving ‘exceeding’ the national 
quality standard, takes a whole team approach. Hear how all team members became responsible for supporting the service in preparing for 
assessment.

8:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: Teachers Mutual Bank 

8:40

Keynote Address: Classroom Management and Cultural Competency - Dr Matt Byrne
For children to thrive in a learning context they need to be a part of a positive learning environment. This session will explain the 
importance of having knowledge of cultural competency in engaging Aboriginal students in meaningful learning and acknowledge 
the cultural implications of working with Aboriginal students when it comes to classroom management. The session will highlight the 
importance of connecting and building quality relationships with Aboriginal students and all students based on mutual respect and 
will introduce the implications of Aboriginal students’ ‘Affirmation Learning’ in facilitating quality learning environments.
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9:00 Keynote Address: Mathematics is all Around You - Marianne Knaus

10:00 Morning Tea

10:30 Keynote Address: The Importance of Movement in the Early Years - Dr Deb Callcott

12:00 Lunch

1:00 Keynote Address: Sandpit Science: From Turtle Tagging to Tadpole Tracking - Dr Elaine Lewis

2:00 Afternoon Tea
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6:00 Conference Dinner and Welcome to Country

6:10 Official Conference Opening & President’s Address - Michelle Sullivan

6:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: Modern Teaching Aids 

7:00 Keynote Address: EYLF and NQS Without Tears - Susie Rosback

8:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: Teachers’ Mutual Bank 

8:40 Keynote Address: Classroom Management and Cultural Competency - Dr Matt Byrne

Sa
tur

da
y P

ro
gr

am

7:45 Registration with Coffee on Arrival

8:15 Concurrent Session 1 1A: Susie Rosback 1B: Richard Korbosky 1C: Shirley Houston

1D: Daniel Burton  
& Trudi Bennett

1E: Anne Pettit  
& Sally Sneddon 1F: Dr Deb Callcott 1G: Nicola Carr-White

9:35 Concurrent Session 2 2A: Maree Whiteley 2B: Wendy Fullerton 2C: Jane Mereweather

2D: Lanie Mason
& Rachael Bott 2E: Dolly Bhargava 2F: Jill Kennedy 2G: Emma Lawrence

& Sue Beurteaux

10:45 Morning Tea

11:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: RIC Publications

11:35 Keynote Address: Visible Learning Research - Helen Butler

1:00 Lunch

2:15 Plenary Workshop: Creating Visible Learners - Helen Butler

3:45 Afternoon Tea

4:00 Reflection

4:15 Conference Close and Prize Draw

Dr Marianne Knaus Dr Deb Callcott Dr Elaine Lewis Marlene Rattigan



EYES Business Partners
EYES would like to thank the following business partners for their continued support.

Please support the organisations supporting us.

Helen Butler

Trover Learning
The Early Learning Specialists

Susie Rosback Dr Matt Byrne



Saturday Program
7:45 Registration with Coffee on Arrival

8:15 Concurrent Session 1

1A: Inspiring Play Spaces - Susie Rosback
In this session I will share how you can create inspiring play spaces that are inviting whilst supporting children’s individual 
development. I will share photos of some play spaces that support children’s interests whilst also incorporating recycled, reused and 
natural resources. This session is sure to leave you feeling inspired and ready for a trip to the local op shop, hardware and $2 shop. In 
contrast, I will also share photos from a bush kinder program, where children were given no resources to play with, but were inspired 
by nature for 6 hours each day.

1B: Using Maths Card Games and Maths Board Games to Promote Thinking and Problem Solving in K-3 - Richard 
Korbosky
The mathematics card games and mathematics board games played in this session are linked to the AC Content and the Proficiency 
strands. This set of maths games give students the opportunity to see the same concept of mathematics in a variety of ways 
and develops in the student a range of different thinking strategies. These games also focus on essential number mathematics 
ideas, language of maths and ideas associated with partitioning and flexible thinking.They also support teaching and assessment 
principles, co-operative learning, thinking skills; student centered learning classrooms, independent learning and differentiation of 
the mathematics learning environment. As students play the games they have to think mathematically, they have to justify their 
reasoning and communicate this knowledge to other players.

1C: S.M.A.R.T.E.R. Individualised Education Plans - Shirley Houston
An IEP is a personalised plan for action to ensure that a student with needs additional to those of peers is fully included in the life of 
the learning community and has equal opportunity to fulfil his/her potential. It should be a working document with practical value in 
the present moment. It should focus on 3 or 4 goals that are specific, measurable, achievable (for both student and staff), relevant 
and time-bound and document the strategies, resources and assessment practices that will be used to help the student to attain 
those goals. This workshop will take teachers through the process of writing SMARTER IEPs that are used in weekly planning and not 
just filed away in a cabinet.

1D: Experiencing Nature with All the Senses - Daniel Burton & Trudi Bennett
Multi-sensory experiences are vital for healthy brain development in early childhood. The diversity of nature provides both positive 
and challenging sensory opportunities for both children and adults. A strong foundation of these experiences not only develops good 
sensory integration but also create memorable learning experiences, engages creativity and problem solving, promote relaxation and 
develops intimacy and affection for nature.

In this workshop, you will learn some of the brain science behind developing the senses, hear sensory discovery stories from Mud Pies 
Nature Play Group and participate in some nature sensory activities that can challenge both children and adults.

1E: Discover and Implement Some Helpful New Approaches for Embedding Sustainability in Early Childhood Settings 
- Anne Pettit & Sally Sneddon
Sustainability has a very natural and exciting place in early childhood education and care. It offers so many possibilities and benefits 
for children, staff and families. In this session, the authors of Sustainability in Action in Early Childhood Settings provide a lively 
introduction and opportunity to workshop some particular approaches to everyday learning and actions for sustainability. These 
will build the toolbox of educators across the range of early years learning environments, whether well underway with embedding 
sustainability or taking early steps. They will also help to make it clear how embedding aspects of sustainability enables educators to 
meet many requirements of the EYLF and NQS.

1F: Fundamental Movement Development in the Early Years - Dr Deb Callcott
This session provides an overview of the basic fundamental movement skills that are necessary for the development of more 
specialised sports skills. It answers the questions ‘Why do we need to develop these skills in the early years?” and ‘What information 
has recent research provided on the current development of these precursor skills in Australian children?’ Participants will learn how 
to be a non PE specialist and still teach and assess these skills every day in a simple, fun and time-efficient manner.

1G: Individualising Remediation with the New Mastery Learning Folder Strategy - Nicola Carr-White
Targeting individual learning needs is one of the most challenging aspects of classroom teaching. This session will explore how 
traditional mastery learning folders can be adapted to individualise the consolidation and remediation of classroom learning for 
selected students or through whole class homework. The new mastery learning folder strategy facilitates differentiation of learning 
content, learning load and learning time whilst providing students with visible learning goals and immediate feedback.



Saturday Program
9:35 Concurrent Session 2

2A: Wondering while Wandering: Exploring time and place with an enquiring mind - Maree Whiteley
In this session we will unpack the new HASS Curriculum through Literacy and Critical Thinking skills. What does an Inquiry classroom 
look like? How can we create a learning environment that promotes curiosity and questioning? Be prepared to be challenged as we 
wonder and wander through time and place.

2B: When The Music Specialist Isn’t There! - Wendy Fullerton
This session will include the importance of making and responding in music and provide participants with authentic music experiences 
including simple songs and music games for children from Kindergarten to Year Three. There is a practical component to this session 
and therefore participation is obligatory!

2C: The Environment: Another Teacher - Jane Mereweather
The physical, social and temporal environments in educational settings have a very significant impact on children and learning. The 
renowned schools for young children in the Italian city of Reggio Emilia highlight the centrality of the environment in education 
calling it the “third educator” (Gandini, 2012, p. 339) to draw attention to the way that a well designed environment can function as 
if there was another teacher present. This presentation will explore some key ideas around the physical, interactional and temporal 
environment and show participants how to evaluate and create educational spaces that welcome and inspire children, educators and 
families.

2D: Maths Through Movement; NO DANCE EXPERIENCE REQUIRED! - Lanie Mason & Rachael Bott
Participants will sample activities that deliver purposefully connected curriculum from both the Maths and Dance syllabi. Engaging 
students in movement based Maths lessons can be an excellent way to solidify abstract concepts, appeal to multiple learning styles 
concurrently, and employ whole body learning.

2E: Development of Emotions in Childhood - Dolly Bhargava
This practical and interactive workshop will address:
• Development of emotions in early childhood 
• Understanding oppositional, aggressive and anxious behaviour
• Strategies for effectively responding to oppositional, aggressive and anxious behaviour
• Developing the child’s emotional regulation skills at school, home and community

2F: Mindfulness Plus - Jill Kennedy
This fun session will enable you to experience a variety of creative ways of bringing Mindfulness into your own life and into the 
classroom. It will also introduce you to means by which you can nurture yourself and enhance your life by learning to sustain your 
energy and reclaim your joy and peace in the midst of the many demands of the teaching profession.

2G: Sensory Play - Emma Lawrence & Sue Beurteaux
Play is well-recognised as a key contributor to a multitude of child development learning areas including physical, cognitive and 
social-emotional. Today’s experience of childhood is often vastly different to that of previous generations, and some important 
aspects of play are diminished. This presentation will focus on the importance of sensory input during play. Discussion will cover why 
‘sensory play’ is a relevant consideration in providing early childhood education; including clarification about what sensory processing 
and sensory regulation are. The impact of a lack of sensory input for children will be discussed, including some of the barriers to 
providing play that meets the sensory needs of each child.

Strategies for how to incorporate ‘sensory play’ into the indoor and outdoor early education settings will be shared, so participants 
can leave the session with some ideas for enhancing sensory opportunities for the children in their care.

10:45 Morning Tea

11:30 EYES Business Partner Delegate Address: RIC Publications

11:35

Keynote Address: Visible Learning Research - Helen Butler
The largest ever evidence-based research into what actually works to improve student outcomes. Deepen your understanding of 
what Visible Learningplus means to teaching and learning in schools. This keynote looks at 25+ years’ research into what makes a 
real difference to student learning, how to apply this research method to your school and how to measure the impact of learning 
interventions.

1:00 Lunch

2:15
Plenary Workshop: Creating Visible Learners - Helen Butler
Effective learners can answer these three questions: “Where am I going? How am I going? Where to next?” What are the learning 
dispositions and the qualities of visible learners and how can we have visible learners in every classroom of every school every day?

3:45 Afternoon Tea

4:00 Reflection

4:15 Conference Close and Prize Draw



Accommodation
Events WA will make and confirm all reservations on your behalf via your online registration. 

For delegates staying overnight, the Hotels have advised that you may check in upon your arrival. Hotel 
staff will transfer your luggage to your room as it becomes available. Check out time is by 12 noon.

For shared accommodation bookings, please contact the person with whom you would prefer to share, to 
coordinate your intentions prior to completing your registration online. Each will pay 50%.

Rates are per person per night room only.

Events WA has reserved rooms at the following 2 hotels for bookings made via the registration process:

Pan Pacific Hotel
Single Room: $220.00 Twin Share: $110.00pp

Overlooking the Swan River and foreshore parks, the Pan 
Pacific Hotel offers a great location only a short walk from the 
city’s main shopping, dining, and entertainment districts.

Beautifully appointed, our 486 guest rooms and suites are a 
great place to relax, work or play. Many offer a postcard view 
of the Swan River and thoughtful touches such as high speed 
internet access are offered in every room.

Ambassador Hotel
Single Room: $150.00 Twin Share: $75.00pp

The Ambassador Hotel has 24 hour reception and is a 
five minute walk from the conference venue. It offers air-
conditioned accommodation with free internet access. The 
property features a sauna, a restaurant and a bar.

All rooms include a TV, a refrigerator and tea and coffee 
making facilities. The private bathrooms each contain a hair 
dryer, fluffy towels and a bathtub and shower.
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Enquiries
(p) 08 6142 1042   (m) 0412 464 371   (f) 08 9272 4262

(e) ralph@eventswa.com.au (a) PO BOX 414 Greenwood 6924

(w) eyes.org.au/conferences

Registration
1 Read the Registration Brochure and select the components of the Conference that you wish to attend 

including your accommodation and concurrent session selections if you are attending Saturday.

2 Decide if you are going to pay by credit card when you register online or if you wish to receive a 
Tax Invoice and pay later by cheque or EFT.

3 Register online at eyes.org.au/conferences or via the link sent to you by email.

4 Delegates will receive an email reply to say that their registration has been received successfully. 
If no email is received within 24 hours, please check your Junk Mail before contacting Events WA.

5 Delegates will receive a Delegate Confirmation letter by email from Events WA to confirm details of 
their registration and advise further information about the Conference.

6
Delegates will receive a Tax Invoice / Receipt by email from Events WA. Tax Invoices will include 
details of payment methods. Registration is not confirmed until payment is received. If your 
school is paying for your registration you will have to pass the Tax Invoice / Receipt to your accounts 
personnel.

Cancellations will be assessed on a case by case basis. Full refunds will only be granted if replacement 
registrations are received. Refunds will exclude accommodation, food and beverage costs once confirmed, 
due to contractual arrangements with venues and suppliers.

Book early to avoid disappointment and to register your session selections as some sessions are limited.

Closing Date is 11th May, 2016 or until SOLD OUT!

events wa


